
As a result of the Federal and State laws and regulations, the 
South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology/ 

Savannah River Archaeological Research Program 
(SCIAA/SRARP) began in 1973 a phased approach to 
archaeological compliance involving reconnaissance 

surveys, general intensive watershed surveys, specific 
intensive surveys, data recovery and coordination with 

major land users on and around the Savannah River Site.  
 



The Antiquities Act of 1906 (Section 3) and subsequent 
cultural resource laws and regulations state that the 

intent of Congress in the undertaking of cultural resource 
protection and investigation is to benefit recognized 
scientific or educational institutions, with a view to 

increasing public knowledge (particularly the proposed 
new 36CFR800 Section 106, 110 regulations). 

Archaeological, historical and  
geo-archaeological research must be conducted within 

the Savannah River Basin in order to adequately 
investigate and properly manage cultural resources of 

the SRS for the future.  
 







The Past Remembered 

Savannah River Archaeological 
Research Program 

 



The SRP moves in. 

November 28th, 1950 



Cassel’s Longstore, November 29th, 1950. 



“Victims of the Cold War” 
Nearly 7000 people were moved out of the area needed 
to construct the Savannah River Plant.  These towns and 
hamlets were named: 

   Dunbarton 
   Hawthorne 

   Denora 
   Greenland 

   Sleepy Hollow 
   Leigh 

   Meyers Mill 
   Robbins 
   Ellenton 









Moving the dead. 

Over 130 cemeteries, 
 (nearly 6000 graves), 
were removed during  

the construction of the SRS. 
Thirty-two cemeteries 

remain in the site boundary. 
 



Packing up. 



Where to go? 



A lot needs doing…... 





A lot going on. 



Making a living. 

Loading Watermelons for shipping 
in Meyers Mill. 

Agriculture was the 
primary  

source of income for 
many of 

the residents. 
 

Major crops grown 
included corn, 

cotton, sugar cane, 
watermelons,  
and peanuts. 



Ellenton Agricultural Club 
established March 24, 1894 

 
“…for the greater increase 
and diffusion of knowledge 
upon subjects that tend to 
the betterment of their 
condition generally as an 

agricultural people.” 
 
 



Cassel’s Longstore 



210 feet long and 40 feet wide 





Western Carolina Trading Company 
located in Dunbarton. 



Moody’s Drugstore 
in Dunbarton. 



City Cleaners 



Blue Goose Diner, Ellenton. 



Wise Chevrolet Dealership 
Ellenton 



Dick’s Garage, Dunbarton. 



Ginning cotton in Meyers Mill. 



Ellenton, 
Dunbarton and 

Meyers Mill 
Post offices. 



Dunbarton Last Day Stamp 
April 15, 1952 



Dr. Brinkley’s office, Ellenton 



Last Policeman in Ellenton 
J.E. “Johnny” Steed 

“…it is illegal to  
engage in horse racing 

or cock fighting 
within the corporate  

limits of the town  
of Ellenton 

without special  
permission from  

the Mayor or  
Town Council.” 
Ordinances for 

the town of  
Ellenton, 1926 





Leigh Banana Case Company 



Paddlewheeler, Robert E. Lee 



Going to school. 

Dunbarton Grammar School 



Ellenton Grammar/High School 





Four Mile  
High School 



Religion 

Dunbarton Baptist Church 

“…assembled this  
13th day of January 

A.D. 1900 
that after this date, 

the practice of 
DANCING, 

the use of PROFANE 
LANGUAGE  

and DRUNKENESS 
will not be allowed 

among its members” 
Cypress Chapel 
Church Minutes 

January 13, 1900 



St. Luke Baptist Church, Dunbarton 

“…any member 
found guilty 

of any offence 
mentioned 
shall on the 

repetition of 
the offence be 
excluded from  

the fellowship and 
his name 

be excluded from 
the Church Book.” 





Entertainment 

Ellenton Girl’s Basketball Team, 1940 

Basketball 
Softball 
Baseball 
Football 

Cheerleading 
Swimming 

 
 



Shaw’s Store, O’Berry’s Theatre, Nixon’s Liquor Store 



O’Berry Theatre 





going for a drive 



hanging out at the Blue Goose 



April 12, 1952 
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