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Department of Enargy

Savannah River Operations Office
P.O.Box A
Aiken, South Carolina 29802

OCT 18 1995

Mr. Robert Slay

Savannah River Citizens Advisory Board
P.O. Box 192

Beech Island, South Carolina 20842

Dear Mr. Slay:
SUBIJECT: Savannah River Operations Office (SR) Citizens Advisory Board (CAB)
Recommendation Number 23 Regarding the SR Ten Year Plan (TYP)

SR.TYPtnmndmmmedhnimﬁmufthcmustmgmﬁslmatmmdnﬂlerrlmnéeth:qua]itg

" of the plan when it is revised in final form in the coming months.

Responses to your specific recommendations are provided as follows:

mﬁmppmmismmiﬂmmmofﬂmmwmm. Qur ability to achieve early
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these programs. It is imperative that our sponsors and external stakeholders fully support this
planwithnstammmuﬁmdingfnritmhemmnﬂﬂ A basic tenct of the plan is that each
sitccan“rdnvm"saviugsashsmmtgag:mdwﬁnneﬁhaﬁmﬁhp{med.

Recommendation 23-2

We agree that the Department of Energy (DOE) needs to be sensitive to concerns identified by
DOE stakeholders and the public at large. It is DOE policy that stakeholder values and input be
considered in all major decisions concerning the fitture of the Savannsh River Site (SRS) as well
as other DOE sites. We are committed to continually working with the public to identify and
resolve issues in a timely manner,
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Recommendation 23-3

Recommendation 23-4 F

SR agrees that the Transuranic (TRU) waste issue deserves attention in the teq year window and
We are trying to incorporate the CAB’s concerns. While we begin segregating TRU waste that
can be shipped to the Waste Isalation Pilot Project (WIPP) in Carlshad New Mexico, we wil] also
be applying available funds to cvaluating existing and identifying additional technologies to treat
the remaining TRU waste in the most timely and cost effective manner. DOE is alsa currently
revisiting its TRU waste strategy, which will undergo additional stakeholder review and comment.
We will review our specific proposals with you as they are being developed.

Recommendation 23-5

The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Foreign Research Reactor (FRR) Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) defined the DOE's approach toward disposition of FRR Spent Nuclear Fuel
(SNF). In summary, DOE is phasing our its chemical separation activities, so it has embarked on
an accelerated propram to identify, develop, and demonstrate one or more alternative (to chemical
processing) technologies to produce an acceptable waste form for ultimate disposition. The work

As documented in the FRR ROD, in addition to the alternative technologies work, a DOE
Headquarters study is being undertaken to evaluate the non-proliferation issues associated with
processing SNF. This study is to be completed in 1997 and will also be factored into the final
decision on how best to disposition FRE SNF. The current SNF Strategic Plan is that processing
will only be an option for fuels which Pose a health and safety risk, or can not be cost cffectively
treated via an alternate technology, The DOE TYP is based on the premise
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Basin for Offsite Fuels and L-Basin). As proposed, the facility would be authorized in 1998 and
operational by 2002, The TYP will be revised, if necessary, based on the results of the alternative
technology program and non-proliferation study.

Precipitation Facility.

Recommendation 23-7
DOE appreciates the CAB's concern relative tq ultimate disposition of wastes in interim storage

Yucca Mountain, Nevada is scheduled to receive spent fiel and vitrified high level waste upon
resolution of certain issues AIMOng Congress, varous states and federal departments. Options for
disposition of surplus plutonium, low level waste, and mixed waste have not yet been fully
developed. We will keep the CAB informed as new information is available on progress of these
decisions. Greater than Class C Waste from commercial reactors will be disposed of in facilities
in accordance with the Loo Level Radioactive Waste Amendmemts Act Decisions on which
DOE disposal facilities will be utilized is a national level decision for which strategies have not yet
been fully developed. Additional clarification on these issues will be sddressed in the final TYP.
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Recommendation 23-8

SRSammeEABEmnmmmntﬂinnhdemympﬁaﬂﬁzaﬁmintheﬁR A plan
Eﬂcﬁmm‘ub:addediulhcnﬁmreﬁjim,nmmhrmhﬂﬂcdfmﬂmmﬂmr 15, in response to
this recommendation,

We,sinmrehrappraciatctheinpmﬂftthRCABinnﬂm:ttmaswwrkmgem::rm

accomplish the missions of our site. Questions on this response may be directed to Chuck Borup
of my staff, at extension (803) 725-1579,
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Mario P, Fiori
Menager

QB-97-0019

‘I::ilpi'



